
Four Seasons Youth Theatre 
2008 Middle School Musical Theatre Intensive 

 
The Middle School Musical Theatre Intensive is a one-day workshop with instruction and coaching in 
dance etiquette/tap dance, scene study/audition tips, and stage voice/dialect.  This workshop is open to 
students in grades 6 – 8, and will be limited to 14 students. 

 
Instructors: Sara Phillips (stage voice/cockney dialect), L. Joe Dahl (scene study/audition tips), and Sarah 
Zeisser (dance etiquette/tap class) 

 
Location: James Madison Memorial High School, 201 S. Gammon Rd., Madison, WI 

 
Date and Time: Saturday, April 19; 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
 

Detailed Schedule: 
10:00 - 10:15 Welcome & Introductions 

10:15 - 11:30 Stage Voice/Cockney Dialect (Sara Phillips) 

11:30 - 12:15 Lunch 

12:15 - 1:30 Scene Study/Audition Tips (L. Joe Dahl) 

1:30 - 1:40 Break/Time To Change 

1:40 - 2:55 Dance Etiquette/Tap Class (Sarah Zeisser) 

2:55 - 3:00 Wrap Up 
 
Eligible Participants: Students in grades 6 – 8.  There will be an enrollment cap of 14 students on a first 
come, first served basis. 

 
What To Wear/Bring: Please bring a notepad and a pen or pencil, as well as dance attire, including tap, 
jazz, or tennis shoes, for the afternoon session (there will be time to change after the scene study/audition 
tips session ends). 

 
Workshop Fee: $85 (includes lunch: pizza, fruit, and bottled water), due with registration by March 15, 
2008.  Checks should be made payable to Four Seasons Theatre.  For need-based scholarship information, 
please contact Jamie Pitt at jpitt@fourseasonstheatre.com. 

 
Mission Statement: Four Seasons Youth Theatre strives to provide opportunities for young artists to 
study, create, refine, and perform high quality musical theatre works from a variety of cultures and periods.  
Our organization is committed to projects that recognize and cultivate best practices in the field of arts 
education for youth, and that employ the arts in strengthening and enriching the Madison area community. 

 
Contact Us: If you have questions about the Middle School Musical Theatre Intensive, please contact Jamie 
Pitt at jpitt@fourseasonstheatre.com. 



Four Seasons Youth Theatre 
2008 Middle School Musical Theatre Intensive 

 
Instructors & Staff 

 

L. Joe Dahl has recently worked with Four Seasons Theatre in Follies (Buddy Plummer, performed with 

Tom Wopat); West Side Story (Asst. Director); Miss Saigon (The Engineer & Stage Director) and 

Sweeney Todd (Asst. Director). Other favorite roles include the Off-Broadway/National Tour: Freedom 
Train; Madison Rep: Muskie Love (Roy); UW: Pride & Prejudice (Mr. Collins), Zastrozzi (Bernardo – 

picture on the side of Vilas Hall), Lucky Stiff (Dead Body), Homebody/Kabul (Milton Ceiling), Falsettos 
(Marvin). Joe received a MFA in Acting at the UW-Madison. He teaches acting classes with UW-

Extension and private coaching. Joe is a proud member of Actor’s Equity Association. 
 

Sara Phillips is a voice/text and dialect coach who has worked regionally with American Players Theatre, 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, CTM Family Theatre, University of Wisconsin – Madison, Renaissance 
Theatreworks, and the Madison Repertory Theatre. She received her MFA in Acting from the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison, where she taught Voice and Speech, Acting, and Introduction to Shakespeare. As an 
actress, she is currently rehearsing The Nerd with Madison Repertory Theatre where she appeared earlier this 
season in The Only Thing.  Other credits include: Montana Shakespeare in the Parks; Chamber Theatre, WI; 
Madison Repertory Theatre, WI; Theatre at Monmouth ME; The Public Theatre, ME; and Hedgerow 
Theatre, PA. She is also an active voiceover artist and dialect reduction teacher. 
 

Jamie Pitt (Youth Theatre Director, Four Seasons Theatre) received her Bachelor's degree in Music Education 
from the University of Wisconsin – Madison and is currently in her ninth year teaching vocal and general 
music at James Madison Memorial High School. She most recently was the music director for Four Seasons 
Youth Theatre's Once On This Island and Les Misérables, and is co-director of the Summer Musical Theatre 
Workshop Series. In addition, she is the music director for the annual musicals at Memorial, and she 
recently led the High School Musical Theater session at the 2004 and 2006 UW-Madison Summer Music 
Clinics. Previously, Jamie directed the Boychoir for the Madison Youth Choirs organization and the 
Wisconsin Dells High School Show Choir, taught vocal and general music at Cherokee Heights Middle 
School (Madison), and conducted the youth choirs at Bethel Lutheran Church and Bashford United 
Methodist Church. In association with UW-Madison, she toured for two years with the Wisconsin Singers 
and sang for six years with the UW Madrigal Singers. Other Madison performance credits include Grand 
Night For Singing (Four Seasons Theatre), the Guardian Angel in Everyman (E.M. Productions), and Sandy in 
Grease (Madison Theater Guild). 
 

Sarah Zeisser is the former coach of the nationally ranked University of Wisconsin Dance Team, a former 
member of the nationally ranked University of Minnesota Dance Team, and an instructor for West Side 
Performing Arts (WSPA) Dance Studio in Madison, WI. Sarah choreographs for the WSPA regional and 
national dance teams along with many elementary, high school, and collegiate dance teams in the Midwest.  
Sarah is also a former instructor for Universal Dance Association, a current choreographer for Varsity! 
Remarkable, Original Choreography (V!ROC), and judges the National College and High School Dance 
Championships hosted by UCA/UDA on ESPN. Sarah currently provides commentary for the Wisconsin 
State Dance Team Competition with "When We Were Young" Productions and FSN Wisconsin. Sarah 
possesses over 25 years of dance experience in ballet, tap, jazz, contemporary and modern, hip hop, and 
pom pon. 
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Registration Form 

Registration Deadline: March 15, 2008 

 
To be completed by the applicant and a parent/legal guardian (please print): 

 
Name: _______________________________ Age: _______ Gender (please cirlcle):  Male / Female 

 
Phone #: __ __ __ - __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ Student Email Address: ___________________________ 

 
Street Address: _______________________________________________________ 

 
City, State: ___________________________________ Zip: ________________ 

 
School (for 2007-2008 academic year): _____________________________________________________ 

 
Grade in School (during 2007-2008 academic year): _________  Birthday: ______________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian Name(s): ______________________________________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian Email Address: ____________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________ Date: _________________ 

 
Lunch Order 

 
# of Pizza Slices: _____ Type of Pizza (please circle one):  Cheese Pepperoni 

 
Send this completed form with a check payable to Four Seasons Theatre to: 

 

Four Seasons Youth Theatre 
P.O. BOX 55032 

Madison, WI  53705 

 
Four Seasons Theatre shall not be responsible or liable in any way for any loss, death, injury, or damage to persons 

or property suffered or incurred by any person in connection with the Spring Middle School Musical Theatre Intensive. 


